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Our Shared Vision
North Carolina thrives when 
it is connected to the world. 
The NC Coalition for Global 
Competitiveness (“the Coalition”) 
brings together leaders from 
education, business, government, 
and nonprofits to ensure our state 
remains competitive, resilient, and 
prosperous in an interconnected 
global economy. 

Our purpose is clear: to foster 
partnerships, thought leadership, 
and practical action that position 
North Carolina as a place to 
work, study, invest, partner, and 
live. By strengthening bipartisan 
collaboration and cross-sector 
connections, we advance 
opportunities that benefit all  
North Carolinians.

Building on the N.C. Blueprints for 
Global Engagement (2015, 2020), 
this 2025 update reaffirms our 
shared commitment and highlights 
priorities that will sustain North 
Carolina’s global competitiveness.

Looking Ahead 
The NC Coalition for Global Competitiveness remains committed to advancing a shared, bipartisan vision of global engagement. 
By aligning resources, identifying champions, and strengthening partnerships, we will continue to build a globally connected North 
Carolina, one that is prepared for the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. The Coalition continues to foster bipartisan 
dialogue, highlight the importance of global engagement, and bring leaders together through initiatives such as the NC Global 
Advantage Forum and the Global Engagement Snapshot. We invite leaders across North Carolina to align their work with this Blueprint 
and join us in building a globally connected, competitive, and prosperous state.

Our Commitment for 
2025 and Beyond
Our strategic priorities include:

Bipartisan Leadership – 
Encouraging collaboration among 
leaders across political perspectives 
to support long-term strategies that 
strengthen North Carolina’s global 
competitiveness.

Cross-Sector Partnership – 
Engaging education, business, 
government, and community 
organizations in coordinated action.

Infrastructure for Opportunity – 
Promoting connectivity, physical, 
digital, and human, that enables 
global trade, investment, and 
innovation.

Cultural Competence – Supporting 
opportunities for North Carolinians 
to learn languages, build cross-
cultural skills, and participate in 
exchange programs.

Economic Growth – Elevating 
North Carolina’s role in international 
markets, investment, and workforce 
development to secure jobs and 
expand prosperity.
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Why Global  
Engagement Matters
•  �More than 1.3 million jobs in  

North Carolina are supported by 
trade, representing 20% of all jobs 
in the state1

•  �320,000+ North Carolinians  
go to work each day in foreign-
owned companies

•  �The value of goods exported from 
North Carolina reached a record 
$43 billion in 2024 

•  �Agricultural exports surpassed 
$4.61 billion in 2023 

•  �24,000+ international students 
attend North Carolina’s colleges 
and universities, contributing $914 
million to the state’s economy

North Carolina’s success depends 
on how effectively we connect  
with the world and how well we 
prepare our citizens to compete  
and thrive in it.
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