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Agenda
11 A.M. Global Networking Hour Sponsored by Participate Learning

Global Band Patrick McGrew Trio and Networking Hour 
High School Art Show 
Lufthansa Raffle* 
Welcome from Participate Learning

12 P.M. Lunch and Programming

Welcome
Meredith Henderson, Go Global NC – Celebrating 45 Years of Go Global NC 
Tim Gabel,  RTI International 
NC Secretary of State Elaine Marshall

Keynote
Ambassador David C. Litt

NC Biotech Center and the Role of Global Engagement in North Carolina
Moderator: Laura Rowley, NC Biotech 
Rebecca Levine, Kyowa Kirin 
Sara Lawrence, RTI International 
Jon Kegerise, CSL Seqirus 
Ian Jepson, Syngenta

Opportunities in SE Asia
Richard Bernhard, Kenan Foundation Asia 
Peter A. Coclanis, UNC-Chapel Hill 
John Evans, Tractus Asia

Jim Fain NC Global Ambassador Award
Major General Todd Hunt, The Adjutant General, North Carolina National Guard

2 P.M. Closing

Assistant Commissioner of NC Department of Agriculture and  
Consumer Services, Chrissy Waggett

*Must be physically present to win the Lufthansa Raffle
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ADVANTAGE
FORUM 2024



Welcome
About the NC Global Advantage Forum 
The premier forum in NC that convenes and engages a cross-section of 
leaders from all sectors to focus on global opportunities in education, 
economic and community development and entrepreneurship. The Forum 
is an annual event promoting the value of the NC Coalition for Global 
Competitiveness, building support for our work, and highlighting global 
engagement success stories from our state.

About the NC Coalition for Global Competitiveness 
The N.C. Coalition for Global Competitiveness (“Coalition”) wants people all 
around the world to recognize and know North Carolina as a great place to invest, 
work, study, visit, partner, and live. The Coalition is a private and public sector 
partnership of leaders from a variety of industries from all over North Carolina 
co-chaired by Elaine Marshall, NC Secretary of State, and Steve Troxler, NC 
Agriculture Commissioner. The Coalition, founded in 2013 and coordinated by 
Go Global NC, fosters thought leadership and serves as a catalyst for a statewide 
vision for global engagement. The Coalition is focused on optimizing North 
Carolina’s global engagement through a comprehensive approach, including FDI, 
trade and workforce development to generate jobs and opportunities and create 
an environment for success in the global economy. Economic well-being and 
quality of life for all North Carolinians depends on effectively engaging the rest 
of the world. The Coalition created the N.C. Blueprint for Global Engagement and 
N.C.’s Global Engagement Snapshot, a road map and an online tool, to track the 
state’s path and progress toward global engagement. North Carolina is the first 
state to develop a roadmap for global engagement across all sectors – education, 
business, government, and community. For more information contact Rachel Page, 
Chief Operating Officer, at rachel.page@globalnc.org. The Coalition is supported 
by Go Global NC. www.globalnc.org

FORUM 2024



NC GLOBAL
ADVANTAGE
FORUM 2024

BUILDING GLOBAL 
LEADERSHIP SINCE 1979
Go Global NC designs and manages programs and initiatives  
to provide North Carolinians with skills, understanding, connections, 
and knowledge to succeed in a global community.

For a customized global leadership program or cultural competence 
training, contact Meredith Henderson at mlh@globalnc.org

globalnc.org



Keynote

Ambassador  
David C. Litt
Ambassador David C. Litt is an Adjunct Professor at Duke 
University’s Fuqua School of Business. He retired in 2022 
as Executive Director of the Center for Stabilization and 
Economic Reconstruction at the Institute for Defense and 
Business. A career diplomat, he served 34 years in the 
U.S. Foreign Service, specializing in the Middle East and 
Southwest Asia. His notable roles include U.S. Ambassador 
to the UAE (1995-1998) and Political-Military Counselor 
at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Ambassador Litt holds 
degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill and Johns Hopkins SAIS, 
and speaks multiple languages, including Arabic and Dari. 
He is married with two children.
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Hon. Elaine F. Marshall
NC Department of Secretary Of State

In 1996, Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall became the first 
woman elected to a statewide, executive branch office in 
North Carolina and has served as President of the National 
Association of Secretaries of State. Voters re-elected her to 
a seventh term in 2020. A former teacher, small business 
owner, private practice attorney, and NC State Senator. 
Under Secretary Marshall’s administration, more than 1.8 
million businesses have been formed, she has pioneered 
e-commerce in government, protected investors and 
intellectual property owners, and promoted financial capital 
formation in North Carolina. She is currently engaged in a 
rural economic development program called Rural RISE NC 
(Resources for Innovators, Start-ups, and Entrepreneurs).  

Secretary Marshall has chaired the North Carolina-Republic of 
Moldova Partnership since 1999. She has received numerous 
state and national awards, including the NC Order of the Long 
Leaf Pine Award, presented by Governor Cooper at last year’s 
Forum, and 2020 John A. “Pete” Eberhart Ray of Light award 
for her decades of work advancing North Carolina’s Global 
Competitiveness, and the Charlotte Business Journal’s 2017 
International Trade Lifetime Achievement Award.



Steve Troxler
N.C. Agriculture Commissioner

N.C. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler was raised 
in the Guilford County community of Browns Summit 
and has spent his entire career in agriculture as founder, 
owner, and operator of Troxler Farms. Over the years, 
the family-owned farm has produced tobacco, wheat, 
vegetables, and soybeans. Since taking office in 2005, 
Troxler has focused on developing new markets for N.C. 
farm products, preserving working farms and protecting the 
state’s food supply. Troxler is a past president of the National 
Association of State Departments of Agriculture. He also is a 
former chairman of NASDA’s Food Regulation and Nutrition 
Committee and was honored with a 2015 NASDA award for 
his commitment to food safety. He served as president of the 
Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
in 2010-2011. He co-chairs the NC Coalition for Global 
Competitiveness, a partnership of private and public sector 
leaders focused on enhanced global engagement.
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Dr. Meredith Henderson
Executive Director, Go Global NC

Dr. Meredith Henderson provides leadership, oversight, and 
strategic direction to the organization; builds and leads local 
and global collaborative efforts to optimize global engagement; 
and oversees programs for educators, policy, community, and 
business leaders. She is a member of the N.C. Coalition for 
Global Competitiveness, the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition 
North Carolina Advisory Committee, SIETAR-USA, and 
NAFSA. She is chair-elect of NAFSA’s Teaching, Learning, and 
Scholarship Knowledge Community (TLSkc). She served on 
NAFSA’s Professional Competencies Working Group (2021-
22), as the Intercultural Communication and Training (ICT) 
Network Leader for the TLSkc (2018-2021), and is a member of 
NAFSA’s Trainer Corps.  Meredith earned her Ed.D. in Adult and 
Community College Education and a Master of Technology for 
International Development/Sociology from North Carolina State 
University, and a Bachelor of Arts in French Studies from Mount 
Holyoke College.

Proud supporter of the  
2024 Global Advantage Forum



Tim J. Gabel
President and Chief Executive Officer, RTI International

 Tim J. Gabel is RTI International’s president and chief 
executive officer, overseeing an institute with annual 
revenues of approximately $1.3 billion and 6,000 worldwide 
staff members supporting projects in more than 93 
countries. Mr. Gabel became CEO in 2022, having served 
the previous 10 years as executive vice president of 
Social, Statistical, and Environmental Sciences, the largest 
business unit within RTI. A long-tenured RTI employee, 
Mr. Gabel has served at every level of RTI leadership, 
guiding various divisions and operating units to grow 
by maintaining a focus on operational excellence, client 
centricity, and innovation.

Mr. Gabel is a member of the American Statistical 
Association, American Association for Public Opinion 
Research, and American Public Health Association. He 
has adjunct academic appointments at the University of 
Wyoming and the Gillings School of Global Public Health 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Over the 
course of his career Mr. Gabel has contributed to books, 
articles and technical reports on a variety of research 
topics, including most recently co-editing the book The 
Essential Role of Language in Survey Research, published 
in 2020 by RTI Press. Mr. Gabel serves his community 
in a variety of volunteer roles, including board member 
for Research Triangle Foundation of North Carolina, 
Tocqueville Society member of the United Way of Alamance 
County, and member of the Board of Visitors for the 
University of Wyoming College of Arts & Sciences.
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Laura Rowley
VP, Life Science Economic Development, NC Biotech Center

Laura joined NCBiotech’s Life Science Economic 
Development team in 2017. In her current role as Vice 
President of LSED, she partners closely with North 
Carolina’s economic development community, universities, 
community colleges, and local industry to advance 
workforce development efforts and support life science 
companies seeking to expand or relocate to NC. Laura’s 
previous experience with faculty-entrepreneurs at the 
University of North Carolina Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
provides her with an added appreciation of the breadth of 
North Carolina’s life science ecosystem. Laura earned her 
bachelor’s degree in biology from Furman University in 
Greenville, SC, and completed her Ph.D. in Genetics and 
Molecular Biology at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Becky (Rebecca) Levine
Director of Community Engagement Kyowa Kirin

Coming soon 



Sara Lawrence
Director, Center for Applied Economics & Strategy, RTI International

Sara Lawrence is the director for the Center for Applied 
Economics and Strategy at RTI International where she leads 
a team of nearly 70 staff working to solve problems at the 
nexus of the economy and the environment, energy, food 
and agriculture, innovation, and economic development 
systems. Her area of expertise is in economic development 
where she brings 24 years of experience developing 
strategies, analyzing data, and assessing promising practices 
for regions across the U.S. and in 12 countries spanning 
four continents. Her technical specialties include innovation 
ecosystems and industry diversification for broad-based 
development. Ms. Lawrence is currently leading the U.S. 
Economic Development Administration’s Building Better 
Regions Community of Practice which provides technical 
assistance and peer to peer connections for 60 regions 
across the U.S. that received Build Back Better grants. Prior 
to joining RTI, Ms. Lawrence spearheaded the economic 
development policy function for the Institute for Emerging 
Issues at NC State University. 
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Jon Kegerise
VP, Manufacturing & Holly Springs Site Head, CSL Seqirus

Jonathan (Jon) is the Vice President, Manufacturing and Site 
Head for CSL Seqirus in Holly Springs, N.C. In this role Jon 
is responsible for the production and supply of CSL Seqirus’ 
manufactured products (influenza vaccines) to meet CSL and 
regulatory agency quality standards on a timely and cost-
effective basis. 

Jon has been with the company for more than 10 years, most 
recently serving as CSL Seqirus’ Global Head of Quality 
Assurance, with responsibilities across the portfolio of Seqirus 
manufacturing sites and contract manufacturers.  Prior to 
this role, Jon was Site Head of Quality in Holly Springs, and 
held multiple leadership positions at CSL Seqirus within 
Operations, including Director of Bulk Manufacturing, Director 
of Manufacturing Sciences & Technology, and Director of Fill 
Finish Manufacturing. Jon began his career with Merck & Co., 
where he spent 13 years in operational and technical roles of 
increasing responsibility. 



Ian Jepson, PhD
Global Technology Lead, Seeds Research & RTP Site Business 
Head, Syngenta Seeds

Ian Jepson is Site Head for Syngenta’s flagship Seeds 
Research facility in Research Triangle Park (RTP), North 
Carolina, where more than 500 scientists work to discover 
and develop new sustainable crop varieties that resist pests 
and produce more yield with less inputs. 

Ian also serves as Global Technology Lead for Syngenta 
Seeds Research and is accountable for developing 
strategies that progress new advanced breeding, genome 
editing, and other crop improvement technologies.  

Ian joined Syngenta in 1989 and has dedicated more than 
35 years partnering and serving growers across a multitude 
of research and development roles. He has held several 
roles of increasing responsibility across biotech traits, 
animal nutrition, biofuels, and plant performance. Ian also 
served as Global R&D Sugar Cane Crop Head responsible 
for the coordination of sugar cane projects and the portfolio 
across crop protection, planting technologies, biotech, and 
breeding.  

Before his move to the U.S. in 2004, Ian was located at 
Syngenta’s Jealott’s Hill International Research Station in the 
U.K. where he held R&D management positions supporting 
biotech and chemical lead discovery. 

Ian graduated with a degree in Biology, Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology from Durham University and received his 
PhD in Molecular Genetics, Plant Molecular Biology from the 
University of Birmingham located in the United Kingdom.
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Richard Bernhard
Executive Director, Kenan Foundation Asia

Richard Bernhard has over 25 years of experience 
managing multi-sector programs that unite the private 
sector, government, academia, civil society, and local 
communities to address development needs in Southeast 
Asia, focusing on Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. He oversees 70 staff and operations, 
including finance, HR, and administration. Richard manages 
multi-million-dollar projects in business, economic 
development, education, and public health. Currently, he 
is a contract manager and advisor on projects funded by 
the US Department of State, USAID, ASEAN, and major 
corporations. His previous roles include managing USAID’s 
US-Thailand Development Partnership program, leading 
recovery initiatives, and consulting on various regional 
development projects. Richard holds an MA in Southeast 
Asian Studies from the University of Michigan and an MBA 
from the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Peter A. Coclanis
Director of the Global Research Institute at UNC-Chapel Hill

Peter A. Coclanis is Albert R. Newsome Distinguished 
Professor of History and Director of the Global Research 
Institute at UNC-Chapel Hill.  He took his Ph.D. at Columbia 
University in 1984 and joined the faculty at UNC-Chapel 
Hill that same year.  He is the author of many works in U.S. 
Southeast Asian, and global economic and business history. 
He has held faculty appointments at Columbia and Harvard 
in addition to UNC, and in fall 2005 was Raffles Professor of 
History at the National University of Singapore.



John Evans
Managing Director and Co-founder, Tractus Asia

John Evans is a founding partner and Managing Director 
of Tractus Asia Ltd. Over the years, Mr. Evans and the firm 
have advised on more than US$10 billion in trade and 
investment transactions across a wide variety of sectors. 
Mr. Evans has been an instrumental leader in developing 
the firm’s four practice areas: Strategy & Execution, 
Economic Development, Corporate Finance, and Business 
Incubator®. 

During his two and a half decades in Asia, Mr. Evans has 
gained the on-the-ground knowledge and cultivated 
the networks necessary to become a trusted advisor 
to numerous multinational companies and economic 
development and investment promotion organizations 
across the Asia-Pacific region, Middle East, Europe, and 
North America. 

Mr. Evans earned his degree in East Asian History at 
Princeton University. He is fluent in Thai and conversant in 
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.
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Major General Todd Hunt
Jim Fain Global Ambassador Award Recipient

Major General Todd Hunt assumed his duties as The 
Adjutant General, North Carolina National Guard, Raleigh, 
North Carolina on 1 December 2019. As The Adjutant 
General, he commands over 12,000 Citizen Soldiers and 
Airmen of the North Carolina Army and Air National Guard 
and is the Governor’s principal advisor on military affairs.

MG Hunt received his commission from East Carolina.  Has a 
masters degree from the Army war college and attended the 
Naval post Graduate School.  He is a Master Army Aviator 
and deployed several times.  MG Hunt has held leadership 
positions at every level from Platoon to Brigade Command.

Chrissy Waggett
Assistant Commissioner, N.C. Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services

Christina “Chrissy” Waggett is the current Assistant 
Commissioner for Consumer Protection for the North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services. In 
this role, she oversees six divisions within the department, 
as well as the Steve Troxler Agricultural Sciences Center 
(ASC), and the federal liaison. These six divisions include: the 
Veterinary Division, Emergency Programs Division, Standards 
Division, Food and Drug Protection Division, Meat and 
Poultry Inspection Division, and Structural Pest Control and 
Pesticides divisions. Mrs. Waggett is a long-time member of 
the department, having served as an employee of NCDA&CS 
for 16 years, in a variety of roles and responsibilities. In her 
most recent experience, she has served as an agricultural 
program specialist and federal liaison where she was the 
Department’s primary contact for NC’s Congressional 
Delegation and our federal partners. She served 4 years on 
USDA’s Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee for Trade 
in Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, and Hemp.



For more than 65 years, RTI International 
has helped build global competitiveness 
for North Carolina. 

We blend technology, innovation, and 
science for the good of people, 
communities, and businesses worldwide.

rti.org




